Making new friends online is exciting! Just like your school
friends or family, you can talk to them about your day, hobbies or
home life.
But how do you know if your new online friend is a real friend?

Making New Friends Online

Some people pretend to be kids online. They will play video
games and talk to you just like your best friend would. They will
say they are the same age as you and that they live close by.
They might talk to you about playing the same games, sports or
hobbies that you like to play. People who lie about who they are
online are very dangerous and can hurt you and other kids just
like you!

Who Can You Talk To?

If you meet a new friend online, tell your parents about them.
They want you to be safe and will make sure that your new friend
is a real friend.
.

It might be uncomfortable or feel weird talking to a grown-up or
parent about meeting new friends online. Sometimes you might
really like your new friend and if you tell a parent or adult, they
might delete your online friend or stop you from talking to them.
Ask a parent or grown-up, ‘I’ve met a new friend online, how do
I know if they are real?’. They might ask you some questions
about them. Tell them the truth and they will help keep you safe
online.

What Can You Do?

If someone online makes you feel unsafe, do not talk to them
and tell a parent or grown-up. If someone sends you a picture
that upsets you or asks you to do something you don’t want to,
here are some things to make sure you and other kids are safe
online:
Take a picture of what the person has said or sent you and
show a parent or adult.
Report and block them by asking a parent to help you.

For tips on meeting new friends online visit www.esafety.gov.au/kids
Learn more about being safe online at www.crimestoppersvic.com.au

